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Highway 401 Expansion 
Project

LOCATION

18 kilometres - from the 
Credit River in Mississauga to 
Regional Road 25 in Milton

DEVELOPER

Winning bidder to be 
announced in 2019

ESTIMATED BUDGET

TBD

STATUS

Request for Proposals             

EXPECTED COMPLETION

TBD

HIGHWAY 401                                       
E X PA N S I O N P R OJ E C T
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION OF ONTARIO (MTO)                       
VISION STATEMENT:  

To transform mobility in Southwestern Ontario in order to 
connect communities, integrate centres of innovation, and 
foster regional and economic growth and development. 
 
Three foundational principles (MTO): 

Transform mobility choice in Southwestern Ontario 
Catalyze economic development
Support regional integration and development 
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Originally announced in early 2018 by Kathryn McGarry (previous Minister of Transportation), the 

Highway 401 Expansion project is the widening of 18 kilometres (km) of highway between the Credit 

River in Mississauga and Regional Road 25 in Milton. This is part of the Government of Ontario’s plan 

to commit more than $2.5 billion to repair and expand provincial highways and bridges across the 

province. Ontario is currently making the largest infrastructure investment in hospitals, schools,  

public transit, roads and bridges in the province’s history.  

HIGHWAY 401 LANES IN PEEL AND HALTON REGIONS The Highway 401 expansion will assist 

in easing congestion, allow for more

efficient transportation and flow of 

goods, and help accommodate  

continued population and employment 

growth in the region.  

The expansion project will be

structured as follows:  

12 lane core-collector system from 

the Credit River to Winston Churchill 

Boulevard, 10 lanes from Winston 

Churchill Boulevard to Highway 407 ETR 

/ Highway 401 interchange, 12 lane 

core-collector system from Highway 

407 ETR / Highway 401 interchange to 

east of James Snow Parkway, 10 lanes 

from James Snow Parkway to west of 

Regional Road 25.  

There will also be median High  

Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes and 

support facilities and features – drainage, 

lighting, signage, ATMs, carpool lots, etc.
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Highway 401 has been labelled 

the busiest highway in North 

America, specifically the section 

of the highway that runs across 

the City of Toronto. Almost half a 

million vehicles pass through the 

busiest part of the highway on a 

daily basis. The average daily  

traffic count on Highway 401 

across Peel Region and Halton  

Region ranges between 118,000 

and 175,000 vehicles per day. 

The project will be delivered under 

Infrastructure Ontario’s Alternative 

Financing and Procurement model, 

which invites the private sector 

to be involved with the design, 

construction and financing of the project. It is currently at the Request for Proposal (RFP) stage with successful 

bidders to be announced in 2019. The estimated completion date of the project has not yet been announced.  

The Greater Toronto Area’s (GTA) suburban regions (Durham, Halton, Peel, and York) are projected to add 

1.8 million people between 2016 and 2041. Peel and Halton are projected to add over 717,000 and close to 

327,000 new residents, respectively, within that time period. This represents approximately 58% of the total 

new population growth across all suburban GTA markets. 

As global companies continue to find the GTA a strategic location for their Canadian operations, resulting in 

a robust commercial real estate market, the Highway 401 expansion project will add much-needed relief for 

residents and employees commuting to and from the region on a daily basis. 

EXPANDING TO:

BUSIEST HIGHWAY 
IN NORTH AMERICA  

HIGHWAY 
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Highway Name Location Length (km) Annual Average Daily Traffic at 
Busiest Point

Highway 401 Ontario 
Canada

828 km 416,500
Near Weston Road in Toronto

Interstate 405 California 
United States

117 km 374,000
Northern California to  
Southern California

Interstate 5 Mexico to                
Canadian Border
United States

2,223 km 334,000
Between Los Angeles 
& San Diego

Interstate 90 Coast to Coast  
United States

4,861 km 374,000 
Through Chicago

Sources:   
http://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Hwy-401-Expansion                                                                                                                                                                              
https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2018/03/ontario-widening-highway-401-in-mississauga-and-milton.html 
https://www.fin.gov.on.ca/en/economy/demographics/projections/table10.html
http://livetrucking.com/this-north-american-highway-was-named-the-busiest-road-in-the-world/
https://www.insidehalton.com/news-story/8321520-province-announces-plans-to-widen-hwy-401-in-milton-and-mississauga



E. & O.E.: The information contained herein was obtained from 
sources which we deem reliable and, while thought to be 
correct, is not guaranteed by Avison Young. Acknowledgment: 
Some of the data in this report has been gathered from third 
party sources and has not been independently verified by Avison 
Young. Avison Young makes no warranties or representations as 
to the completeness or accuracy thereof. 
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